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If software requirements include the need to create, extend, or interface 
with a database

or if complex data structures must be constructed and manipulated, the 
software

team may choose to create a data model as part of overall requirements

modeling.
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A data object is a representation of composite information that must be 
understood

by software. By composite information, I mean something that has a 
number of different

properties or attributes.
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A data object encapsulates data only—there is no reference within a data 
object

to operations that act on the data
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To determine the answer, you should understand the role of people 
(owners, in this case) and cars

within the context of the software to be built. 
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UML has its own notations for data modeling – next lecture.
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